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For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 
GOD’S PECULIAR CARE OF HIS PEOPLE. 
[Concluded from page 492. ] 

According to the plan proposed, it remains to show, 

Ul. Why God takes so much care of his people in this world. 
And here, several plain and good reasons may be assigned for 
his constant, particular, and effectual care of his people, while 
passing through the dangerous scenes of this life. 

1. Because he has graciously bound himself by covenant to 
do it. This he signified to Jacob as the reason of his employ- 
ing so many agents and instruments for his safety and protec- 
tion. “ Behold, the Lord stood above the ladder reaching from 
earth to heaven, and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy 
father, and the God of Isaac.’’ God was the covenant God of 
those patriarchs. He repeatedly and solemnly engaged to be 
their God, their shield, and great reward. And he has equal- 
ly covenanted with all his people to be their God, and to take 
effectual care of them through their pilgrimage here on earth. 
The apostle says, ‘* When God made promise to Abraham, be- 
cause he could swear by no greater, he swore by himself, say- 
ing, Surely in blessing I will bless thee; and so after he had 
patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For men verily 
swear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is to them 
the end of all strife. Wherein God willing more abundantly 
to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his coun- 
sel, confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable things, 
in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have strong 
consolation who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope 
set before us.’ And the same apostle says again to christians, 
‘«« Let your conversation be without covetousness, and be con- 
tent with such things as ye have. For he hath said, I will nev- 
er leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, 
The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man can do 
unto me.”? God always remembers his covenant with his peo- 
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ple, and will never suffer his faithfulness to fail. He has en- 
gaged to be their God, which implies that he has pledged him- 
self to employ all bis perfections for their safety, protection, 
and benefit. It is, therefore, morally impossible, that he should 
ever forget or neglect to take a constant, particular, and ef- 
fectual care of them, so long as they tabernacle in flesh. 

2. God takes such peculiar care of his people, because they 
are continually exposed to innumerable evils and dangers in 
this evil and dangerous world. He has determined that the 
wheat should grow with the tares, until the harvest. He knows 
that all the men of the world are heartily opposed to them, 
and wish and endeavor to destroy their eternal good. He 
knows that Satan, the god of this world, and all his legrons, 
are continually going about as roaring lions, seeking whom 
they may devour. His people now, as formerly, live in their 
enemies’ land, who are all combined against them, and leave 
no means unemployed to injure their present peace and com- 
fort, and prevent them from obtaining that everlasting rest 
which remains for them in another world. Hence, says the 
apostle, ‘“* Now we, brethren, as Isauc was, are heirs of the 
promise. But as then, he that was born after the flesh per- 
secuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now.” 
God sees abundant occasion to keep his eye and heart fixed 
upon his people in this militant state, who need his eare, as- 
sistance, and protection, every moment. Accordingly, he 
takes a thousand times more cure of his little kingdom here 
on earth, than of all the other worlds he has made, and em- 
ploys ten thousand times more agents for guards and benefac- 
tors of his people in this world, than in any other part of the 
universe. He governs heaven and hell by his own eye and 
hand; but he keeps all intelligences in motion, and the actuab 
service of his church, which is always in flames, and would be 
burnt and consumed, were it not for his effectual care. 

3. God takes peculiar care of his people here in this world, 
because he intended from eternity to make the brightest dis- 
play of all his perfections in his conduct towards them. He 
created all things by Jesus Christ, ‘To the intent that now 
unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places, might 
be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, accord- 


ing to his eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” 


Agreeable to this original and gracious purpose, 
God has paid peculiar regard to his people in this world from 
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the beginning of time to this day. He made this world for 
them, and has preserved it for their sole benefit. He has 
spared his Son from his bosom, and given him to suffer and die 
on the cross, tu redeem them by his blood. He has sent down 
his holy Spirit to form them into his image, and make them 
his peculiar people. He sent down vast multitudes of angels 
to be ministering servants tothem. He has raised up and put 
down kingdoms and nations for their benefit. And he is still 
overruling all the affairs and concerns of the whole world for 
their final peace and prosperity. And the reason of this care 
and attention, is, that he means to make the brightest display 
of all his perfections, through the medium of his church. The 
heavenly hosts have long been desirous to look into the mys- 
tery of his providence towards his people in this world. And 
they frequently see occasion to adore and praise him for the 
astonishing displays of himself on earth. They often say one 
to another, ** Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole 
earth is full of his glory.” “This world is the theatre upon 
which God has done, is doing, and will do, the most glorious 
and important things. We know of no other part of the uni- 
verse where so many agents have been, and still are, at work, 
as here in this world. And they are all at work for God’s pe- 
culiar people, whom he intends to present to all intelligences 
in the most amiable and glorious light. It is not strange, 
therefore, that he exercises such a constant, particular, and ef- 
fectua] care over such a peculiar people, placed in such pecu- 
liar circumstances. 
REFLECTIONS. 

1. God values his people very highly. His conduct confirms 
the strongest expressions of his regard towards them in his 
He calls them his elect—his sons—his portion—his in- 


word. 
heritance—his treasure—his jewels, and the excellent of the 


earth. He says he has set them as a seal on his heart, and on 
And his conduct has been correspondent to all his 
He has taken a constant, 
He has governed heav- 


his arm. 
kind and endearing expressions. 


particular, and effectual care of them. 
en, and earth, and the regions of darkness, to promote their 


highest good, and is still doing, governing them to the same 


end, 
2. It is a peculiar merey to be united to the people of God ; 


for it is only in connection with them, that any can hope for 


the peculiar care of heaven. 
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3. God must be justly displeased with his people whenever 
they distrust his care and kindness. This they have often 
done. Jacob did—Elijah did. But this is very displeasing to 
God, when he has given them such manifestations of his care, 
in his word and providence. 

4, The enemies of God’s people are extremely blind. They 
have viewed them as just like themselves, in point of danger ; 
and have, therefore, confidently opposed them with hopes of 
success. Pharaoh did—the nations of Canaan did—and the 
world now do. They deny that God has a peculiar people, 
and that he takes peculiar care of them, though he has done 
so much for them—wrought miracles—and exerted all his per- 
fections for their good. 

5. The enemies of God’s people never can prevail against 
them, nor destroy one of them. Omnipotence is on their side. 
What can fallen men, or fallen spirits do unto them? 

6. God’s people ought to take peculiar care of one anothier. 
They all belong to the same holy society—are members of the 
same spiritual family ; and should, therefore, love as brethren, 
and be followers of God as dear children; looking, not every 
man on his own things, but every man also on the things of 
others. L. 8. 


For the Hopkinsian Magazine 
A DREAM, 
He that “ hath a dream let him tell a dream.’°—Jer. xxiii, 28. 


[ We insert the following, at the request of our discerning corres- 
pondent; who seems to be almost as coherent and sensible in his 
dreams, as some writers are when awake. If any of our readers 
should think, that his wild fancy has conceived what never was, and 
never will be; we hope they will consider, that ‘dreams are made of 
such stuff,’ and that it would be childish to take offence at the vaga- 
ries of imagination. We have only to say farther, that if any other 
correspondent, awake or asleep, has had, or shall have, a dream, re- 
sembling or diverse from this, which he thinks more like reality, and 
wishes to have recorded, that it may go down to posterity and pass 
the test of time, our columns are open for its insertion.—Ep1ror. } 


Mr. Eprrorn—Whether the perusnl of dreams has a tendency 
to make one dream, I am not certain. But immediately after 
perusing a late vision, containing a chapter of our ecclesiasti- 
cal history, to be inserted in the records of 1980, I fell asleep 
in my rocking chair and had a dream. It made such an im- 
pression upon my mind that I thought possibly it might have 
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been, either in part or in whole, inspired. And I feel some 
anxiety to have it go upon record with the one alluded to, that 
we may see whether any dreams in the nineteenth century may 
be depended on. From the knowledge you possess of the taste 
and capacities of your readers, if you think there is ‘just de- 
bate enough” in it ‘to sharpen their faculties, without pro- 
ducing irritation,’”* I hope you will overlook any minor defects 
and give it an insertion. 

I dreamed that a little band of true pilgrims of Zion, sick of 
intolerance and of clerical domination, had concluded to aban- 
don their country and fly into the wilderness. Well knowing 
the importance, and having some just views of the nature of 
that liberty wherewith Christ makes his followers free, they 
chose to deny themselves the comforts of life, rather than hve 
and die, and leave their posterity in religious bondage. Being 
favored by Divine Providence they soon greatly increased, and 
formed congregational churches upon the true faith and order 
of the gospel. ‘They established schools and planted colleges, 
us well as religious institutions, all of which they protected and 
supported. Being persons of stern integrity and inflexible 
moral courage and principle, the gave an impetus to their in- 
fluence which carried their principles, undiliited, to several 
generations. Having been taught by sad experience what man 
is, what satan is, and what sin is, they watched all human con- 
duct and principles with the eyes of Argus. They “ augured 
misgovernment at a distance, and snuffed the approach of dan- 
ger in every tainted breeze.” Their union in the truth, and 
their moral courage, made them invincible to their foes. ‘They 
were exceedingly watchful and jealous of the rights of con- 
science and the rights of man, to secure which they had made 
such sacrifices. In matters of expediency they were very 
yielding—but in matters of principle they knew no comprom- 
ise. Whatever they believed to be truth or duty, both preach- 
ers and people maintained against all earth and hell. Ifyou 
could convince them that any thing was true and right, you 
were sure of their co-operation; but if the contrary, of their 
decided opposition. ‘Their sons, intended for the ministry, 
they sent to learn theology and pastoral duties, under the 
watch, and care, and instruction of those distinguished lumin- 
aries of the church, who taught them to stand firm upon the 
ground of truth and principle, instead of popular favor—who 
taught them to lay hold of truth, “ though held forth by a child 
oranenemy.” ‘lo make them acute and thorough divines, 
was a very ‘prominent object of their instructions, for they had 
read and they believed the words of inspiration, “ My people 
are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” Walking with Christ, and 
in the truth, they were at ‘peace among themselves. But 


the peace they cultivated, and so Jong and highly enjoyed, was 
the spirit of war with error, and sin, and latitudinarianism in 

S C4} aria 
every form. At least, this was a general feature of the early 


See Spirit of the Pilgrims, for August, page 4/0 
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religious state of the colony. As I have alread) intimated , 
they knew the wnportance, better than the nature of religious 
liberty. A very few, they did indeed oppose and hang for het- 
rodoxy ; but now for orthodoxy. : 

Under such principles and moral influence, theological sci- 
ence was carried onward towards perfection. Christian friend- 
ship and fellowship did not exist in mere mame and profess- 
ion. Christians loved each other ‘not in word, nether in 
tongue ; but in deed and in trath.” And for acentury or twe, 
the church exerted a powerful, if not controlling influence over 
the State. So much so, that the civil institutions were based 
upon the religion of the country, and sv constructed, that re- 
ligion could not be weakened and pulled down, without also 
weakening and , ulling down the civil government. 

During this happy period or golden age of the eolony, “ the 
great truths of the gospel were defended, error was confuted, 
and the church rejoined in the presence of her redeemer. Still 
the* coming of his kingdom, and the general influence and 
spread of the christian religion, were, for a time, delayed. 
Ministers and churches had not attained to that union of affec- 
tion, strength of faith, ferveney of prayer, or faithfulness in 
duty, which were necessary to the highest advancement of 
Christ’s empire. Their light did not shine before the world 
with sufficient clearness. And amidst the glorious displays of 
divine power and mercy, the spirit of the world, developing it- 
self here and there, exerted a pestilential influence, and brought 
innumerable evils upon the ministry and the church.’’* 

The world was taken * half way” inte the church, and se- 
cret alliances, with a certain *“* handmaid,” and with “‘ men of 
corrupt minds and destitute of the truth,” were formally min- 
isters and influential professors. And thongh “ fears existed 
in the minds of some good men,”’ and though diversity of opin- 
ion and feeling existed among the friends of the measure, it 
was at length determined upon, to have at least ‘‘ oNE GREAT 
CHRISTIAN ESTABLISHMENT,’ t to raise up a more accomplished, 
liberal and united ministry. It now began clearly to appear, 
that love of popularity and influence had not left the heart of 
man. The world, which had been voluntarily taken “ half 
way” into the church, began to think it ought to have at least 
half of the government. And though it was in a good meas- 
ure finally turned out of some churches, it obiained the com- 
plete ascendency in others, so as, on the whole, to maintain its 
general influence without loss. 

It now, of course, began to be a desideratum, ‘to keep the 
peace,” and maintain union and strength. As for truth and 
principle, they had long been established, and every body, of 
course, knew and expected t! at they must be maintained. “But 
when a storm is raging who does not know that the great con- 
cern is not to make things stand erect, but so to steer as to 
save the ship. Such an exigency of the church demanded 


* See Spirit of the Pilgrims, for August, page 466 
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prefound managers. It had become necessary to catch people, 
as Paul said he did, “ by guile.” y 

And I dreamed that a very wise and profound manager, was 
elected to the chair of the first “‘ Christian establishment.” 
The creed of the establishment was of course correct; since 
no body at this time denied that truth and principle ought to 
he maintained. And though some general and indefinite lines 
of demarkation between the church and the world were deem- 
ed essential, yet it was much insisted on that “ charity covereth 
a multitude of sins.’”” The mantles of charity and orthodoxy 
were made very wide; and it was found necessary for the chief 
managers to continue widening them. 

But during all this period, there were more or less who be- 
lieved and would teach, that all was not right. Not only the 
scriptures, but their experience and common sense taught them 
that ‘“*Christ’s kingdom was not of this world.” And they 
would not be persuaded, or bribed, or compelled to cease ma- 
king war upon the world and the worldly part of the church, 
on the high ground of truth and principle. These refractory 
spirits often thought of such texts as these, ** be ye not une- 
ajuually yoked together with unbelievers; for what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness ? and what commun- 
ion hath light with darkness? and what concord hath Christ 
with Belial? Wheretore come out from among them, and be 
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing ; 
and I will receive you, and will be a father unto you, and ye 
shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”’ 
‘**Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partaker of her 
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” ‘ If there come 
any unto you, and bring nol this doctrine, receive him not into 
your house, neither bid him God speed. For he that biddeth 
him God speed, is a partaker of his evil deeds. Now I beseech 
you brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences, 
contrary to the doctrine ye have learned; and avoid them. And 
he said unto them, take heed what ye hear. Beware of false 
prophets, which come to youin sheeps’ clothing, &c. But though 
we, or an angel from heaven preach any other gospel unto you, 
than that which we have preached unto you, let hum be accurs- 
ed.” Beware of men. ‘Think not that 1 am come to send 
peace on earth; J came not to send peace, but a sword. Wo un- 
to you when all men speak well of you. It is enough for the 
disciple, that he be as his master. Watch thou in all things. 
Reprove, rebuke, exort, with all long suffering and doctrine. 
Endure afflictions, make full proof of thy ministry. Call no man 
your father upon the earth; for one is your master, even Christ. 
Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made 
us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” 

These men would have it, that the Christian life is a con- 
stant and vigilant warfare with crror and sin. And they pray- 
ed that God would “teach their hands to war and their fingers 
to fight.” And they would sometimes carry the war into the 
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enemies camp, and attack error and unfuithfulness in their 
most plausible and pious forms. They insisted upon it, that 
peace in error, dishonesty and unfaithfulness, however venera- 
ble and plausible, even in the form of “ an angel from heaven,” 
is the very spirit of hatred and war towards God and Christ, 
and his cause upon earth; and the fell spirit of division and 
strife, towards the real followers of Christ. They maintained 
that religious flattery and intrigue, and all courting or follow- 
ing the world, was the best way in the world, for the church to 
lose its character, and influence and prosperity ; and referred 
to such texts as these, ‘therefore have I made you contempti- 
ble and base before all the people, according as ye have not 
kept my word, but been partial in the law.” “Speak unto them 
all that I command thee; be not dismayed at their faces, lest 
I confound thee — them.” ‘For the Lord will cut off all 
fiattering lips.” Indeed they taught, that peace, at the expense 
of truth and faithfulness, is a real evil and very dangerous, like 
sleeping over a voleano, And they fearlessly predicted the 
worst of consequences from religious flattery and worldly un- 
ions and truces. Nor were their predictions false. For soon 
after the world was taken to a great extent into the church, 
the latter so lost her character and influence, that the civil in- 
stitutions of the state began to totter, and threaten both the 
state and the church with anurchy. When these men were 
accused of being “‘troublers of Israel,” they affirmed boldly 
that they were the true peace-makers. When they were ac- 
cused of “ splitting hairs,” they admitted the fact, and charged 
their accusers with neglecting to split even oaks, and of pass- 
ing over essential distinctions. When they were accused of be- 
ing “ fierce minded polemics,” they admitted that they ought 
to “be angry and sin not,” and charged their accusers with 
being so “* fierce for moderation” in theology, as to leave the in- 
tellects of their people to rust. When they were accused of 
not paying “‘a nice regard to each other’s feelings,” or the 
feelings of those who differed from them; they insisted that 
‘*a nice regard to the feelings” of Christ, is always of sacred 
and paramount importance. When they were accused of be- 
ing bigots, they denied the charge, by accusing their opposers 
of being latitudinarians, When they were accused of conten- 
tion, they affirmed that it was their duty to “‘ contend earnestly 
for the faith once delivered to the saints.” When they were 
aecused of being deep metaphysicians, or of putting into req- 
uisition “‘ whatever there is that is lively, or powerful, or acute, 
or profound in their minds, to give their favorite notions cur- 
rency, and to expose the shallowness of those who dissent from 
them,” instead of admitting “‘ the consequence of all this” to be 
* evil and only evil’”* they were so mortified and ashamed at 
the stupidity of their accusers as to admit it was indeed a very 
great evil “to hazard a plusge into any unfathomed abyss,”’t 
or beyond what their opponents can fathom, after new pearls 


* See Spirit of the Pilgrims, for August, page 461. + See same, page 471. 





1832. = Ente inlo thi clo et.’ 503 


and gems; but on the whole a less evil than always to swim 
upon the mere surface of the guspe l, and to be such prornes 
anti melaphysicians, as to be justly set down as superfic ial de- 
claimers. Aud when the y were accused of being enemies and 
opposers of revivals, they boldly contended that their kind of 
honest, therough, and discriminating preaching had always 
promoted those revivals that secured true peace and order and 
morality, and permanent holiness of heart and life. In short, 
they were somewhat apt, like other men, to justify themselves. 
And they were frequently so unkind as to do it, at the expense 
of their opponants. For they could never be confinced that 
the foibles and faults of which they were accused, were so 
wicked and dangerous, as ** shunning to declare all the coun- 
sel of God,” as being “ partial in the law,” and as “ causing 
the holy one of Israel to cease {rom before their people.” 

I then saw in my dream, that the leaders and principle man- 
agers in the church viewed with an evil eye, these troublers of 
Israel, whose honesty reproved their intrigue—whose meta- 
physics refuted their sophistry—whose light revealed their 
works of darkness—and even whose dreams exposed the hol- 
lowness of their visions. But though the chief managers. felt 
these evils to be quick, they hoped to overcome them, and 
all others, by managing—forgetting that the “wise are ‘of- 
ten taken in their own craftiness,” and that a primary design 
of providence is to try and reveal the human heart. 


{Te be concluded. } 


HY CLOSET.’’—Matt. vi. 6. 


* Do you think,” said — toa friend whom he lately vi- 
sited in , **that generally speaking, christian professors 
here pay much regard to the duty of religious retirement ?” 

«I fear,” replied he, “this isa tender point.” 

How then can it be wondered at, that religion is ata low 
ebb? Imagine, only, a person not rising in the morning, until 
the duties of the family, or of business, imperatively require 
his attention, and perhaps scarcely in time for them ; occupied 
with these all the day, until weary evening finds him under an 
urgent necessity of repose ; and this process repeated, day af- 
ter day, week after week, moxth after month, and perhaps year 
after year; nay,imagine only such a case as this,and what would 
you expect tobe the result? Undoubtedly a dreadful leanness and 
barrenness of soul! How should it be otherwise? Are eternal 
things}to operate by magic? Are they to work their wondercus 
influence while overlooked and disregarded? Impossible. The 
heart that is always in the world will be always worldly ; and 
there is uo way to have our affections in heaven but to be often 
at the’gate of it, contemplating its unutterable grandeur and 
soul-actracting joys. 
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O, behold the reason why churches dwindle, why the progress 
of religion is slow, why there is need of so loud an outcry for a 
revival, and why revival prayer-meetings leave you as dull and 
cold as before. Hear, therefore, the werd of the Lord! Hear 
it, amidst all the din of business, amidst all the calls of life, 
amidts all the plesures of sucicty, amidst all the gaieties of the 
world! It is brief, but emphatic and all important :—‘Enter 
tnto thy closet.” 

Ah! think how much and how long it has been neglected ; 
and see in,your present decay the bitter fruit of its neglect! Is 
it not enough? Can you bear to think of being yet more bar- 
ren? Or are you willing, rather than take the trouble of re- 
turning to exercises of secret piety, to yield yourselves forever 
to the influence of the world? The very question is horrible. 
Return! O return! Behold the door is still open to you; you 
may still enter. And God is there, waiting to meet you; and. 
O wonderful! waiting to be gracious. He must indeed chide 
you for your absence ; for what has he done to deserve it?) But 
he will welcome your return. There shall your hearts be 
quickened and converted anew ; there the chains of worldliness 
be broken ; there the icy bosom be dissolved. Rescue for this 
sacred purpose the early morning houls. Why should the 
bands of sleep detained you, to the ruin of your souls?—Burst 
them asunder ; they are as weak as withy bands to a resolved 
spirit, aud now it is high time to awake out of sleep.— Christian 


Index 


THE UNITY OF CHRISTIANS IN THEIR DOCTRINAL SENTIMENTS. 


There is, in the religious experience of christians and in 
their religious affections, a foundation and a preparation for 
unity in their knowledge and love of the fundamental and es- 
sential doctrines of the gospel. And if they were properly in- 
structed, they would be united in their religious sentimeuts. 
If they were fed with the sincere milk of the word, they would 
grow and be strong and lovely in their knowledge of divine 
truth, But they are constantly exposed to the subtle and dan- 
gerous influence of the deceiver and de stroyer; and they are 
surrounded by error and delusion on every side and in every 
form. They are taught error for truth by religious conversa- 
tion. They are taught error for truth in books on religious <ub- 
jects. They are taught error for truth by sectarians of every 
denomination. They are taught error for truth by religious 
professors of every party. They are taught error for truth by 
professed preachers and teachers of the gospel, with the high- 
est confidence, boldness and zeal. Among these preachers and 
teachers there is not a small number, who are highly popular, 
who assume the fairest appearances of piety, and are account- 
ed the most able and successful reformers of the present day. 
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Under such circumstances, real christians are liable to be mere 
‘** children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the slight of men and cunning craftines, by 
which they lie in wait to deceive.” Unto the churches of New 
Exngland, there is abundant occasion to say, at this day, what 
Paul was obliged to say to the churches of Galatia, ‘* | mar- 
vel, that ye are so soon removed from him that called you in- 
to the grace of Christ, unto «nother gospel; which is not a- 
nother ;—but there be some, that trouble you and would per- 
vert the gospel of Clirist.””. Yet to these churches he could 
say, ‘I bear you record that if it had been possible, ye would 
have plucked out your own eyes and given themtome.” Still 
then might he say, ‘Am 1 therefore become your ene- 
my, because I tell you ae truth?” From the present state of 
theological education and religious instruction in New Eng- 
land, it might be expected, that delusion and wickedness, di- 
visions and contentions should arise and swell like a mighty 
flood and threaten to destroy every religious ordinance, privi- 
lege and enjoyment. Every church and every christian is in 
great danger from the most deceitful and destructive errors, 
under the profession of an improved and most successful meth- 
od of preaching the gospel. Nevertheless, if real christians 
were taught the truth in a proper manner, they would, as new- 
born babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that they might 
grow by it, ‘in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ.” For it was, with the high- 
est propriety, that the apostle said to the church of God at Cor- 
inth, ** Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing and that there be 
no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined togeth- 
er in the same mind and in the same judgment.’ : 
Boston Christian Herald. ANTIPAS. 


From the Christian Mirror. 


BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE OF THE REV. NATHAN WALDO. 


Died at Haverhill, N. H. Aug. 12th, 1832, Rev. Naraan 
Waxpo, aged 65 years. The subject of this obituary notice 
was born in Cante rbury, Conn. Oct. 5 1767. On the side of 
his father he was decended from the persecuted Waldenses so 
famous in the ecclesiastical history of France and Europe.— 
Atthe age of fifteen he was prepared to enter cellege, but in 
consequence of ill health he was obliged to forgo his object,and 
pursue his collegiate studies at home. Having accomplished 
the course of legal studies in the office of Elisha Paine, Esq. 
of Windham, Conn. he was admitted to the Bar in 1788, at the 
age of 21. Soon after this, he removed with lis father’s fami- 
ly to Cardigan, now Orange, N. H. where he resided for twelve 
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years. During this time, having, as he hoped become a sub 
ject of renewing grace, he abandoned the profession of law, 
and pursued the study of theology with Dr. Emmons of Vank- 
lin, Mass. For some years after being licensed to preach the 
gospel he was engage din the w ork of ‘the ministry in various 
places in N. H. Maineyand N. York. In Feb. 25, 1806, he 
was ordained over the church and congregational society in 
Williamstown, Vit. from which he was dismissed in 1812.— 
from that period till 1825, he continued to preach as a stated 
supply, or in the service of Missionary societies in various pla- 
ces in New England. With fee ble and precarious health he 
returned to Orange where he resided till about two years rep- 
vious to his death. In 1803 the honorary degree of A. M. was 
conferred on him by Dartmouth College. 

In regard to his religious views, he embr: 1.ced,and understood, 
and defended, those great doctrines of the Gospel, which glo- 
rify God and humble the sinner; docrines which were the glo- 
ry of the early New England churches, and have produced 
revivals and the most happy consequences wherever preached 
and believed; in these docrines he retained unshaken confi- 
dence to the last, and rejoiced in them as his only hope whea 
heart and flesh failed him. 

In his minist: ry, he was faithful and persevering, and it is be- 
lieved, many seals of his ministry in the destitute and forsaken 
churches will be found as his reward at the great day. 

He had a mind naturally quick and vigorous, a judgment 
sound and discriminating, all of which were seen in the judic- 
ious and instructive discourses he preached. Whilst he laid 
the foundation of all his sermons in the devlopment and exhi- 
bition of truth, he did not fail in the power to press it home 
upon the consciences of his hearers with warmth and earnest- 
ness 

With few days only of actua! sickness, he had from the first 
a premonition of its being his last. This he often mentioned 
with all the calmness and tranquility, and joy of a child about 
to return to his father’s house. He often and deeply lamented 
his unworthiness and imnerfect life. He entreated the christian 
friends who surrounded his bed to aim at greater attainments 
in religion and to live wholly for God. His only hope for him- 
self, was, as he often expre -ssed it, that the divine grace would 
reach beyond his guilt and unworthiness; and almost the last 
words he breathed out when articulation was past were, 
‘“‘ There is joy and peace in believing.” 


It is an interesting field for speculation, to ascertain what 
relation errors in religion have to the advancement of the fruths 
of religion. It may be set down as an axiom, that good will 
accrue somewhere in the Universe of God, from every phe- 
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nomenon, moral as well as natural. In tracing the history 


of the church down through succeeding centuries, we have, in 
, 


the errors that have prevailed, a most melancholy picture of 
the fallen conditionof man. Enough of conscience remaining, 
and of divine illumination, to make him a subject of moral gov- 
ernment ; but with passions allied to earth, and a mind which 
but dimly sees the truth, and discriminates between the light 
and the darkness. One great and principal benefit resulting 
from error has been the more perfect development, and disin- 
cumbered purity of the truth. Among errorists (with whom I 
include infidels,) have been ranked, in succeeding ages, some 
of the brightest intellects the world has ever seen. The ten- 
dency of their writings has been to undermine every fallacy, 
and every argument which is not based on truth. The correct- 
ness of the received copy of the scriptures, has been put to the 
test by original investigation, and no error of any considera- 
ble importance has been discovered. It is most pleasing to re- 
flect that this ordeal should have transpired at such a time, 
when all the important manuscripts are still extant. After so 
thorough and satisfactory an examination as has been made in 
Germany and Great Britain, it is not likely that another at- 
tempt of this kind will be made to overthrow the truth. And 
so too of docrinal topics. ‘The frail mind of man under these 
inauspicious circumstances, in v hich bad governments and bad 
institutions place him,—although he may have piety at heart, 
will create to itself visionary good, and fall down and worship 
it. Thus it is that the dark cloud of popery hangs lowering 
over two thirds of the nominally christian world. But truth is 
shining clearly and brightly on here andthere a moutain-top, 
from which error has unintentionally assisted in clearing the 
‘growth’ of centuries. * * * Chr. Soldier. 


Oe Makes 


[The Song of Solomon is supposed to be a sacred dialogue be- 
tween Christ and his Church, dressed in the highly figurative language 
of the East. Viewed in this light, it appears worthy of the spirit of 
inspiration. In this light our correspondent viewed the closing pas- 
sage, whose meaning he has developed and expanded in the following 
lines. ] 


For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 
PARAPHRASE OF SOLOMON's sonc—Chap., vill. verses 13, 14. 


“ Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the companions hearken to 
thy voice: cause me to hear it. Make haste, my beloved, and be thou 
like to a roe, or to a young hart upon the mountains of spices.” 


Bride, in the fruitful gardens of this world 
I leave thee, for a while, to toil and care. 
Go, watch the vines, and their aspiring guide— 
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Go, take the little foxes, lest they spoil 

The heavenly fruit ere it is fully ripe. 

And look thou to thyself, lest tares spring up 

In thine own soul, and choke the precious wheat 
Which I have planted there. Farewell, my love,— 
I’m going to the spicy mountains. Fair 

They stand around the evgrlasting throne. 

There will I intercede for thee, that all 

Thy prayers in sweet remembrance may come up,— 
And all thy sins, though they be red like crimson, 
May be as wool. Mourn not, my stay, my dove, 
As they who have no hope, for I will come 

Again, when all thy work is done, and take 

Thee home to glory. Mouru not, then, my stay, 
My undefil’d, for, surely, if thou wait 

With patience till | come, I “H clothe thee with 

A spotless robe, and set upon thine arm 

My everlasting seal, and this right hand 

Shall hold thee up forever. 


Think, too, of thy companions, nor sit down 
At ease in Zion—Are there any babes 
In Christ? Go, take them gently by the hand, 
And prompt their untaught feet to walk the way 
Of holiness: And are there any cold, 
And prone to dull formality? Go, thou, 
And let them see the spark of holy fire 
Which in thy bosom burns, and bid them look 
To the great moral sun, whose light and heat 
Revive the dying graces. Let them hear 
Thy voice, and they will hearken to thy word. 
Cause me to hear thy supplicating voice, 
And I will answer, aud a blessing send, 
Exceeding all thy hopes. That mighty arm 
Which captive led the powers of death and hell, 
Is able to sustain thee, in the hour 
Of darkest trial and extremest need. 
Fear not, for as the solid mountains stand 
Around Jerusalem, so will | be 
A guard to thee that thou may’st ne’er be moved. 


**O my beloved, haste; the needful work 
Perform in heaven, nor let thy stay be long. 
Without thine intercourse, how dark this world! 
Haste, my beloved; on the spicy mountains 
Be like a roe, or a young hart, and come 
Again, and make thy heart to burn, as in 
The day of our espousals. Come, and guide 
My erring feet through this dark wilderness. 
And when the hour of my release shall come, 

O take me up to dwell with thee forever,” 


INTELLIGENCE. 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES. 
Andover.—Rev. Dr. Skinner of Philadelphia has been appointed 
Bartlett Professor of Sacred Rhetoric in the Theological Seminary 
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at Andover, by a unanimous vote of the Trustees of that Institution. 
Bangor.—Five thousand dollars have been subscribed in Bangor, 
towards the $30,000 proposed to be raised by subscripton for the The- 
oligical Seminary in that place. The Rev. Mr. Bond formerly of Mas- 
sachusetts, where he was several years a successful pastor, after he 
left the Seminary at Andover, well known to the community as the 
Author of Pliny Fiske, and the Rev. Mr. Pond, late Editor of 
the Spirit of the Pilgrims, have been inaugurated as Professors.— 
The library bas been enlarged by a very valuable collection of 
books, purchased by a munifient donation from Mrs. Lord of Kenebunk- 
port. 

Hamilton.—T his flourishing institution is under the control of the 
Baptist denomination, is situated near the centre of the State of New 
York. 

Auburn.—Rev. N.S. 8. Beman, D. D., of Troy, is elected to fill 
the professorship of Sacred Rhetoric. 

Newton.—The Rev. James D. Knowles, of Boston, has request- 
ed and received a dismission from the Pastoral office of the Baptist 
Church and Society in Baldwin Place, of which he has been the be- 
loved and highly acceptable Pastor for six years, and accepted the ap- 
pointment of a Professorship in the Newton Theological Institution. 
Ihe dissolution of this relation has been effected with perfect good 
feeling and Christian harmony.—Ch. Watchman. 


THe TENDER MeRCIES oF A Rum-seELLER.—A washer-woman in 
a certain town in Mass., by hard labor had earned thirty dotlars, which 
she permitted to remain in the hands of her employer, until her con- 
finement, intending then to use it in furnishing those comforts which 
her drunken husband neglected to provide. Considering her money 
safe, and ready for her at a moment’s warning, she had waited in 
perfect security, until the time of trial approached, when on applying 
to the debtor he informed her ‘ that the hard-hearted rum-seller had 
served a trustee process upon him, and fleeced her of her little all.” 
Thus in the hour of trial, she was thrown destitute upon the charity 
of others, through the hard-hearted cruelty of the rum-seller; who, 
after making her husband a turment to her and her fataily, took the 
avails of her hard-earned labor to pay for it.—Surely the tender mer- 
cies of the wicked are cruel!—Journal of Humanity. 


A Good Offer.—At a meeting of a town Temperance Society, not 
far from Rochester, a few days since, a tavern keeper came forward 
and subscribed the constitution; but he did not stop here, he offered 
every man, who was indebted to him for ardent spirit, who would, in 
yood faith, join the Temperance Society, to forgive him the debt. 
ae many accepted the offer we are not informed. ‘This tavern 
keeper, it will be remarked, some weeks since, among many others, 
in the same place, resolved to renounce the service of the world and 
declared himself wholly on the Lord’s side, and the very day he made 
this resolution he banished ardent sdirits from his bar and house.— 
He did not long doubt whether he could keep his resolution to serve 
the Lord and him only, and still be engaged in the manufacture of 
drunkards and paupers.—Rochester Observer, 1830. 

Consumption.—Some very inteaesting experiments have been late- 
ly performed at Paris by Dr. Cotteren, u phyisician of eminence, on 
patients inflicted with the consumption. Having conceived that the 
anti-putrescent quality of chlorate of Lime and Soda, might be applied 
with effect to ulceratated Jungs, he invented an apparatus for the pur- 


pose of administering it in the form of gaseous vapor; and if he and 
others are to be believed the effects has even exceeded expections.— 
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Some of€ the patients in very advanced stages of consumption, after in- 
haling this gus adozen times, threw up in the expectoration turber- 
cles which had been detached from the lung—and the diseased parts 
being thus removed, the lungs healed and again become healthy.— 
Should this statement, which now rests on the authority of M. Cot- 
teren and several other respectable physicians, he true, we may con- 
gratulate the faculty on a discovery which in many cases must prove an 
incalculable blessing. — Dublin Liturgy. 

Expensive work.—Mr. Audubon, in his late stop in Boston, obtain- 
ed eight additional subscribers to his work ‘‘ The Birds of America,” 
at $800 each, $6,400. He has proceeded to the Bay of Funday. 

Natural Curiosity.—Isaac Simon, an Indian of the Marshpee tribe 
is becoming white. He is about sixty five years of age, and we un- 
derstand was born of parents who had no mixture of white or African 
blood.—He was as dark colored as any of his tribe till about 5 years 
ago, when several small spots of white appeared on his legs and arms. 
These have since extended and now cover a large part of his body. 
‘The spots are of a pallid white without any tinge of red. He enjoys 
good health ; the change of his color was not attended with a sensible 
disease.— Barnstable Journal. 
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square. Pawtucket, (North Providence)—Joseph McIntire, Book- 
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132, Washington-street. Taunton—Deacon John Reed. New-Bed- 
ford—Stephen Potter. Reading—James Weston Jr. Amherst— 
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Connecticut. Ashford—Rev. Israel G. Rose. 

New-Yorx. Paris—Charles Simmons. 

New-Jersty. Newark.—Amos Holbrook. 

All those ministers, who receive the Magazine, are sitthorized and 
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{<> Published at Rehoboth Village. Mass. by Rev. Otis Thompson, 
“ditor and Proprietor. 


PostaGe or THIs Parper.—Under 100 miles, 1 cent: Over 100 miles 
1 1-2 cents. 


DR. THOMPSON’S CE LE BRATE D EYE -WATE R. 


‘The best article for curing sore and inflamed Eyes, that was ever 
invented.” 
Exiract of a letter from Dr. Paul Swift, M. D.: 
Nantucket, 6th mo, 19th, 1821.—Dr. I. Thompson: I have late- 
ly made use of a dozen or two phials of thy Eye-Water in my prac- 
tice, and I find it of superior efficacy in most cases of Ophthalmia. 
PAUL SWIFT, M. D. 
Similar recommendations have been published by Dr. V ine Utley, 
of Lime, Conn.; Dr. G. W. Hoppin, of Providence, R. I., and 


others. . 
For sale by Dr. J. H. Mason & Co., Providence, R. I., and other 
Druggists, in various places. July 31. 








